Mostar Summer Youth Program
Program Overview

What is the Mostar Summer Youth Program?
MSYP is an educational program started in 2014. It is held in the
city of Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina. It provides youth from
Mostar and the surrounding area with opportunities to improve their
self-confidence and key skills.
The program empowers participants in their educational, social and
professional ambitions by connecting them with organisations,
businesses and inspiring young people working in and around
Mostar.

MSYP aspires to be a hub
for youth leadership,
entrepreneurship and
volunteerism.

The Participants
Over 50 students participate in MSYP each year. They are aged
between 14 and 18, mostly from the high schools in and around
Mostar. Here’s what they say about the program:
“I like the freedom I had in classes compared to my formal
education.”
“I now feel really confident when talking to new people – not just in
English.”
“I met a lot of people from different countries… it changed my
views.”
“I loved that we could express our opinions.”
“I always look for programs concerned with self-improvement and I
found MSYP to be one of the best.”

Results of Student Questionnaire
84% said that MSYP gave them more confidence speaking
English
91% said that MSYP prepared them better for higher
education
66% said that MSYP prepared them better for their future
career
97% of students would recommend MSYP to their friends

The Teachers
MSYP attracts volunteer teachers from across Bosnia-Herzegovina
as well as many other countries including Turkey, Israel, UK,
Netherlands, Australia, Nicaragua, Japan, Hungary and the USA.
“For our students, this was a fantastic and unique chance to learn a
lot and have fun at the same time.”
“The students also had a chance to see good sides of volunteering
and community service.”
“This was a valuable experience working with people from different
backgrounds. It was great working with youth in another social
context. It has reinforced my ambition to work in post-conflict
societies and focus on supporting youth to develop their potential”
“Working at MSYP was a phenomenal experience. I hope to be of
help in the future as well. I gained valuable experience, made lots of
friends and became better acquainted with Mostar. Thank you for
making this happen for all of us!”
“The history of this beautiful but still divided city, all our classes
and evening events… made me realize what is really important in
life.”

Classroom Courses
The MSYP curriculum is set each year in collaboration with the
teachers. Below are examples of classes taught in previous years:
















Artifacts and Art History
English and American Literature
Globalism, Modern Culture, and Media
International Relations
Youth Education Policy of the EU
Ethnographic Techniques for Inter-cultural Understanding
Figurative Language
Study Skills and Success Attributes
Business Development
Cross Cultural Communication
Economics and Development
Ethics
Human Rights Through Conversational English
Social Project Design and Resources
Strategies for Relationships, Groups, and Organizations

Talks, Presentations and Social Events
MSYP’s social events help to connect the students with local partner
organisations and inspire them to engage with their community:















Team-building games, Youth Power
Hiking trip, Blidinje National Park
Business challenge day, Intera Technology Park
Arts Festival, OKC Abrasevic
Sports Night, Egipatsko Selo
Guided Tour of Mostar: Culture, History and Architecture
Marija's Story: A Young Entrepreneur in Mostar
Journalism Discussion, Andrijana Copf, Local Journalist
Introduction to Higher Education, Stefan Minic
Constitutional Reform, K-143
Gender and Identity Workshop, Bosana Foundation
Discussion on the Theory of Knowledge, UWC
Working for International Organisations, UWC
Closing ceremony and party, UWC and OKC Abrasevic

MSYP teachers encouraging critical
thinking and an interactive learning
environment.

Volunteering to rehabilitate a park in Doboj
following floods that destroyed
much of the city.

A talk exploring constitutional reform in
BiH by representatives from
organisation K-143

Participants take advantage of daily afterclass events and stimulating talks by
local leaders.

MSYP arts festival at OKC Abrasevic.

Deepening friendships while learning from
a local entrepreneur at the beautiful
Blidinje park.

Teams of participants compete in a mock
business startup competition.

Presenting their business proposals to
judges from Intera Technology Park

During judges’ deliberation, participants
hear directly from a recent winner of a local
startup competition.

Concluding a long and intense day of
business development with smiles!

Learning about their city by visiting cultural
and historic sites – the first time for
some participants.

Presenting take-away lessons to parents
and peers at the closing ceremony.

The Coordinating Team
Dilia Zwart: B.A. Social Anthropology at Harvard now completing
an MA in International Studies and Diplomacy at SOAS, University
of London ( The School of Oriental and African Studies)
Freya Nowell: BSc International Relations at the London School of
Economics and Political Science, where she now works full time as
a Widening Participation Coordinator, managing large-scale
education projects for school pupils around London aged 12-18.
Freya is a trustee of Our Kids Foundation in the UK.
Sho Igawa: B.A. International Relations and Political Science at
Tufts University, now completing an MA in Conflict
Transformation at the Center for Justice and Peacebuilding,
Eastern Mennonite University.
Vlatka Lucic: Bachelor Art History and English Language and
Literature. Currently finishing her MA in Art History and English
Language and Literature at the University of Mostar (Faculty of
Arts). Vlatka is an active alumni of AIESEC BiH and member of the
Youth Initiative for Human Rights.
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